CHAPTER     III
The Capitalist Crisis
A GLANCE over the pages of Capitalist history will
force us to realize that it is very largely the history
of a struggle between these two classes, As we have
seen, the upper class started with the supreme
advantage of owning the means of production,, and
therefore of confronting the lower class with the
alternative of being employed on the employers'
terms or of starving.
On the other hand, the lower class hud one curd
to play: it coulcl strike, But to make a strike effec-
tive means that you must organise; only a largo
body of men coming out on strike, so as to stop
the work of the firm, is likely to be of any avail
The lower class, therefore, organised itself into
Trades Unions, and through these Unions gradually
manoeuvred itself into a better strategic position,
No one seriously denies to-day that the Trades
Unions, however much they were originally dis-
liked, were absolutely essential, not only for the
lower class but in the interests of the ordinary
decencies of labour. The average citixen may be
surprised and shocked if he looks up the history
of the conditions oflabour before the Trades Unions
became effective. Men and women and children
were sweated horribly. Young children worked for
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